
 1

 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Welcome to all readers of the Howden Civic Society Newsletter. This is produced twice 
yearly, and in it we hope to remind you of past enjoyments and encourage you to join us 
again for this year’s pleasures! 
 

Last season’s speakers were, as usual, an eclectic mix, ranging between talks on good 
building design; The National Trust in Yorkshire; the Humber and Wolds charity; thoughts 
of a retired pig farmer; the Civic Trust; a talk about Barton-on-Humber followed by a visit 
there; and a Gardeners’ Question Time. This last had an unexpected result for me – I am 
now the extremely reluctant part-owner of a wormery which (unlike that of our Question 
Time speaker) lives in the garden, NOT in the house!  This year’s programme will be just as 
varied so please come along – and if you’re not a member yet, you’re very welcome to join! 
 

The Civic Society, together with the Howden Heritage Weekend and with financial support 
from the National Lottery, brought the Crossley Stream-line car to be viewed in Howden.  
Linked in with that a team from the Civic Society, led by Bernard Nield, produced a fine 
book about the Burney car, of which the whole Civic Society can be very proud.  
 

Pride is also what we all feel about our most senior member, Ken Powls, so much so that 
the Society nominated him for an Achievement Award from the British Association of 
Local History (see page 10 ).  In June Ken and his family travelled to London for the 
presentation of an honour that was richly deserved. Roger and Joan Watkins were also at 
the ceremony to represent the Civic Society. 
 

The sign of a confident society is one that is able to evolve, so the Committee and I may 
try out some slightly different ideas in the future, regarding the programme and the 
format of some meetings. Of course we hope that these will be changes for the better and 
therefore need feed back from you so that we can plan accordingly. (And new committee 
members would be greatly appreciated!) This is your society and I hope to chair it to your 
satisfaction.  
 
Sue Chapman 
 
 
Chairman 

 
**SURPRISE DEVELOPMENTS AT THE GEODIS SITE see page 5** 
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Regular meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm in the Masonic Hall, Selby Road, except where indicated.  
Meetings are free to members of the Society.  Members of the public 
are invited to pay £1 per meeting. 

  

 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 3  
DEVELOPMENTS AT NORTH HOWDEN -
GEORGE WRIGHT and RICHARD 
PARTINGTON.  
The proposals for several hundred houses off 
Station Road on the northern edge of the town 
are likely to have a huge impact on the population, 
services and infrastructure of Howden. Find out 
more from the representatives of the consortium 
taking this forward. 
  
SATURDAY 13TH TO SUNDAY 21RD 
SEPTEMBER.  
HOWDEN FESTIVAL 
Yet again the Festival brings together an exciting 
programme of music, dance, talks and theatre.   
  
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 1 (NB 7.00pm start) 
ANNUAL AWARDS NIGHT. A combined 
Awards and Social Open evening with light 
refreshments and a bar. this new format is to 
showcase the Society to the people of Howden so 
please bring along anyone you think might be 
interested in joining us. 
 . 
VISIT TO BOOTHFERRY BRIDGE (date to be 
confirmed soon) 
 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5TH  
THE HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN 
HOWDEN - PROFESSOR DONALD 
WHITEHEAD, UNIVERSITY OF HULL. 
Freemasonry often excites controversy, due to 
frequent misunderstanding and sometimes 
secrecy. This talk will outline the role of St 
Cuthbert's Masonic Lodge in the town and will 
include an offer to visit the Lodge Room above 
the hall where the Civic Society meets. 

 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3RD  
OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
ENTERTAINMENT WITH MARK DARRELL 
This is one of the highlights of the Society 
year, with a choice of traditional and other 
fare. Book early to reserve your place as 
demand is usually high. 
NB Preference will be given to members in the 
sale of tickets 
 Fuller article on page 14 
 
DECEMBER LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 
 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7 (Note the date!) 
THE VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORY IN 
HOWDENSHIRE - Dr SUE PARKINSON.  
The Victoria County History is an 
encyclopaedic record of England's places and 
people from earliest times to the present day. 
A progress report on research for the volume 
on the ancient liberty of Howdenshire with 
some suggestions on how the local community 
can contribute to this vital work of 
scholarship. Fuller article on page  13 
 

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4 
TREES AND WOODLAND IN THE EAST 
RIDING - THE WOODLAND TRUST.  
The East Riding is one of the least wooded 
counties in England but there are ancient trees 
and woodland even in Howdenshire. How should 
the trees of the area be protected and their 
numbers and variety increased? 
 

Date to be confirmed later 
VISIT TO RHUBARB TRIANGLE & 
FESTIVAL 2009 
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 COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

Your Committee is made up of the following 
people. 
Sue Chapman,                    Chairman/ Planning 
01430 432612 
Charlotte Hursey               Vice Chairman   
Lorraine Vant                    Secretary   
01430 436389                
Arthur Henrickson            Treasurer   
01430 436389                 
Members             
Carly Ross-Smith           Newsletter /Publicity  
Ken Deacon                   Membership Secretary  
Cynthia Vaughan           Social Secretary 
Barbara Hasdell 
Sheila Duck 
 

 

 
 
We are sure that you have talents that the society can 
use!  If you want to join us please contact Sue for details.     

    
As always your committee members have had a full programme.  
 
The matters that have been discussed over the past six months have included the arrangements 
for the AGM, the Awards and Social Evenings, the Town Meeting, Howden Show, the Christmas 
Dinner and YHACS Regional Civic Societies Week.  
 
Visits from other Civic Societies , Hornsea, Southwell and Barton on Humber have been organised, 
together with our own visit to Barton on Humber. We have also assisted with the arrangements for 
a visit from the East Yorkshire Arts Fund. 
Discussions have included…. 
×  responses to consultations on the Yorkshire and Humber Regional Strategy, the 

Conservation Area and ERYC Core Strategy issues and options. 
 
×  the Society’s financial matters including insurance for Charity Trustees, investment, a gift 

for the retiring chairman and Gift Aid under the watchful eye of Arthur, our Treasurer. 
 
×  publications including the setting up of  a sub-committee which has been responsible for 

the Burney Book launch and has reported back on future publications, work on which is now 
in hand. 

 
× Speakers for 2007-2009 and the Society Programme, with the major part of the work 

being organised by Charlotte. 
 
×  Officers’ duties and we have considered at length our representation on Howdenshire 

Forward and other organisations. We are fortunate in having our unsung heroes amongst the 
membership who represent us on other organisations, who have attended conferences on 
our behalf and reported back to the Committee, and who help with all of the activities 
above for little or no acknowledgement. Without this help we could not function as we do 
and we are very grateful. 
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×  There have been a variety of other issues to be talked about including storage, street 
naming, Christmas cards and calendars, the website,  the Membership list, a Welcome to 
Howden Initiative and the use of a minibus for future outings, to name but a few. 

 
× We have organised our annual Garden Competition and the Tom Asquith Competition. We 

have had preliminary discussions about our 30th Anniversary Year and also the development 
north of Minster Park. 

 
× There have been the normal day to day matters associated with running the Civic Society, 

dealing with the correspondence and the follow up matters and, as always, the most 
important ‘Planning Matters’ which are overseen by Sue. 

 
× And finally ……we have discussed the newsletter – for which we must thank our Editor, 

Carly, for her sterling work in pulling it all together! 
 
This is all fairly typical of the Committee’s activities over a six month period.  Several of our 
committee members have taken over the duties of retiring committee members and have worked 
extremely hard to ensure that the changes have been as seamless as possible as far as the Civic 
Society is concerned. I am sure that everyone appreciates that this cannot have been easy given 
the calibre of the retiring members.  Being on the Committee is very rewarding and we have a good 
team but it is important that we recruit some new members. Have you considered attending one of 
our meetings as an observer to see what we get up to, perhaps with a view to joining us at some 
point?  Meetings are generally held on the third Wednesday of each month at the Lower Ouse 
Drainage Board offices starting at 7pm. Do please get in touch get in touch with me if you feel 
that you might be interested.                                                                                        Lorraine   

   
BARON THOMAS WARD 

Readers may like to note that it is soon the 150th anniversary of Baron Ward’s death in Austria in 
October 1858, and in a couple of years it will be the 200th anniversary of his birth in 1810.  Apart 
from the publication mentioned elsewhere, it would be good to mark this in some way.  Suggestions 
welcome!  
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SURPRISE DEVELOPMENTS AT THE GEODIS SITE 
The current housing crisis has caused the developers of the sheltered housing project to 
pull out of the GEODIS development.  Golden Living were planning to build a block of 
apartments for older people and couples but have now abandoned their plans. Adrian Sail 
of Strawsons who own the entire site told me that, “We shall not now be looking for 
another developer of the site until the supermarket and parking have been completed.  
Then we shall actively market it, perhaps in the New Year.  It could be for more shops, or 
more residential properties or amenities like a doctors’ surgery. 
 

There are no such anxieties with the supermarket which they plan will be open by 
Christmas.  Of course it is not certain whether it will open with a Somerfield badge or a 
Coop logo on the front, since the sale of Somerfield to the Coop is still going through the 
Monopolies Commission,  “but open for business it certainly will”, says Adrian Sail. 
As far as parking is concerned, the supermarket does not intend to charge, so that makes 
50 free places close to the town centre available for shoppers.                 Roger Watkins                       

PLANNING MATTERS 

The current down-turn in the housing market has naturally affected Howden. Site-clearing 
appears to have stopped on the area north of Station Road, known locally as the ‘Howden 
500’. George Wright, the consultant for the consortium of builders concerned, will be 
addressing our meeting in September so we should be at the forefront of information. 
Work is taking place on the building of the new supermarket in Hailgate,.. (see above for 
news about the sheltered accommodation). However, plans for building houses there have 
not yet been passed by ERYC. An application was made to build 9 dwellings on the site of 
the Mill Yard, Marsh End, but that was refused. ERYC also refused an appeal to convert 
out-buildings to a Children’s Nursery at The Knoll, Boothferry Road. 
The committee of the Civic Society has been involved as consultees with ERYC’s plans to 
amend the Conservation Area in Howden. The final proposals should be available for 
consultation soon. We have also been involved in responses to the East Riding Local 
Development Framework, and look forward with interest to the final version, which will 
affect developments in Howden for several years. 
At the time of writing there has been no decision on the proposals for 10 Wind Turbines 
at Sixpenny Wood.                                                                                     Sue Chapman 
The Civic Society Committee has taken a view on all these plans and has endeavoured to combine understanding of the desire for 
progress with the need to respect the history of the area The   attitude of the Society is that planners should be aware of the 
guidelines for buildings and alterations inside the Conservation area and conform to the Boothferry Plan and Howden Design Statement 
if outside it. 

 

 

Howden Civic Society is very alert to the necessity of 
preserving Howden’s heritage while being conscious of the 
value of progress and change 
 We are one of the organisations that receive information 
about planning applications and as such we are able to make 
ERYC aware of our opinions, Sue Chapman is our 
representative for planning matters therefore, she attends 
meetings of the new ERYC design Panel and planning sessions 
of the Howden Town Council on our behalf.  
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THE YORKSHIRE FLAG  
 
Two Society Members became involved in recent ceremonies marking the formal registration of 
the design of the Yorkshire Flag.  
 
The white rose on a blue background has been 
in use for many years, and flown with pride on 
the 1st August each year. But, would you believe, 
flying that flag on a flagstaff required planning 
permission unless the design is registered 
nationally.. As a result the Yorkshire Ridings  
Society had the design registered on the 19th 
July this year and planned to carry the full-size 
flag on foot from Hull to York. Ann and Bernard 
Nield were members of the walking group, all 
drawn from the ‘Walking the Way to Health’ 
scheme in this area.  

 
 
 

 

On Tuesday 29th July the Lord Mayor of Hull sent off 
the walking group who carried the flag the 16 miles to 
Holme on Spalding Moor, filmed live on lunchtime Look 
North TV, finishing that day at Cottingham. Returning 
next day they completed another 19 miles to the 
suburbs of York. On Friday 1st August the flag was 
paraded into York and carried round the walls. 
 
At each of the four principal bars the Declaration of 
Yorkshire Integrity was read- in Latin, Norse, Old 
English and Modern English, effectively celebrating the 
ridings and their unity as Yorkshire. The final ceremony 
was held in St Sampson’s Square, graced by the singing 
of ‘Ilkla Moor’. 
 
It all added up to a unique experience, but I confess 
that for e the most entertaining part was the one 
occasion when the Declaration was read in Yorkshire 
dialect beginning 
 
“ Eh up!! Oppen thi Lugs!!!……………… 
 
So now we can fly our flag!!!! 

Bernard Nield 
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CIVIC SOCIETY WEBSITE 
Don’t forget to access our website on a regular basis to keep up to date We would welcome any 
items that you would like to include, particularly for the members’ news section.  

 
www.howdencivicsociety.org.uk 

You can link directly through to the planning page at 
the East Riding of Yorkshire Council website if you 
are interested in knowing what local planning 
applications are currently being considered.    We are 
hoping to keep expanding the website, particularly 
with the possible addition of an area for photographs 
and a virtual museum section. Any last minute 
information about meetings will always be available on 
the website and there is a ‘contact us’ facility if you 
wish to pass any information or comments directly to 
the committee. 

 
 

  

GARDEN 
COMPETITION 

2008 

 

 
AND THE WINNER IS………….. 
 
 LARGE GARDEN   

1 G&K Wilson 100 Buttfield Rd 
 
2 Jackson & Svengaard, The Sycamores, 

Boothferry Rd 
   
3 Mr & Mrs Greenwood, 9 The Meadows 

   
  GARDEN–MEDIUM/SMALL  

1 Mrs & Mrs Clayson-Powell, 2 Willlerby 
Drive 

 
2 Mr & Mrs Robinson, 18 Gowdall Way 

 
3   Mrs Thompson 1 Drewton Court 
3 joint   Joan Helliwell, 5 Sandholme Way 

 
FRONT GARDEN   

1 B Hearn, 3a Knedlington Rd 

                                         

 
MANY THANKS TO SHEILA STONE FOR JUDGING 
THE GARDENS FOR US THIS YEAR.               

VEGETABLE GARDEN   
    1          Jackson & Svengaard, The Sycamores.                                             
                Boothferry Road. 
  

PATIO GARDEN                   
1 Keith Woolas, 52 Flatgate 

 
WATER FEATURE   
  

1 G & K Wilson, 100 Buttfield Rd 
 
    2         Mr & Mrs Clayson-Powell, 2 Willerby 
               Drive       
 
HANGING BASKETS 

Private (insufficient entries) 
Commercial  
 
      1   The White Horse Inn 10 Market Place  

                                Mr and Mrs M Young 
 

 
We are still looking to increase awareness and 
interest in this competition so please make sure 
anyone you know with a nice garden is aware that 
it is an annual event.    
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HOWDEN SHOW  
Sunday 13th July was a perfect day weather wise and a good attendance at the Howden 
Show meant that our Committee members were kept on their toes on the Civic Society 
stand, from open to close. The stand proved to be of interest to all ages, and very many 
people were keen to learn of what we are all about.  The photographic display of the more 
unusual places of historic interest in and around Howden, the books displayed and 
produced, mainly by members of our Society, the superb Christmas cards  
were much admired  also. 
Ex members of the Society purely on a visit now to 
Howden took time to make themselves known to us 
and to pass on invaluable information gained from 
their sixty years of living in Howden.  One of our 
members spotting the Burney book, shared with us 
his experience of seeing the car in Brigg, in 1965.  
Another lady was prompted by a photograph on 
display to tell us how her mother enjoyed cleaning 
and arranging the flowers in Brind Chapel, for most 
of her life.,   

 

Later in the day the gentleman who regularly painted the Chapel came to chat with us 
passing on his admiration for the Society. The day proved an excellent opportunity to both 
liaise with existing members, to extend a warm welcome to new members and to assure 
interested parties that they would all be welcome at the Civic Society social evenings. 

Barbara Hasdell 
SELLING HOWDEN TO HORNSEA 

You will remember that last year we visited Hornsea for a most enjoyable guided tour conducted 
by Hornsea Civic Society.  They were due to send us a group of their members for a reciprocal 
visit in September 2007 but were unable to get together sufficient members.  This year we were 
invited to speak at their last meeting of the summer to build up interest for a visit to Howden.   
 
Arthur Henrickson, Bernard Nield and Geoff Taylor kindly agreed to join me on June 18 and we 
went across to Hornsea to extol the virtues of a tour of Howden, which was arranged for the 
following Saturday.  We met in the Hornsea Parish Hall which is their usual venue and spoke to an 
audience of about 50 members. I spoke first explaining how the meeting had come about and what 
we planned to do.  Bernard followed with an account of the early history of Howden and its 
relationship to the local topography and to the Prince Bishops of Durham. Geoff then showed a 
compilation of photographs of Howden, many of which had been taken by Arthur in connection with 
the Howden Heritage Plaques Project.  Geoff gave a commentary on the photographs and we all 
took the opportunity to chime in with supplementary information.  Finally Arthur ran a book stall of 
our publications 
 
I am pleased to say that we had no difficulty in drumming up support for the impending visit which 
duly took place on the Saturday, led by Bernard. The group enjoyed their exploration of Howden  
and returned to an excellent tea arranged by Cynthia Vaughan and Sheila Duck in the Shire Hall. 
One of the nicest comments of appreciation was whispered to me by one of the Hornsea lady 
members, who said that if she ever had to leave Hornsea she would move to Howden without 
hesitation!                            Roger Watkins.      
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Membership of the Howden Civic Society as of July 2008 looks pretty healthy with 165 
members, but I would ask the 14 members who have as yet not paid their membership fee, 
could they please dip into their wallets, or better still sign a direct debit. It is only £5 per 
person or (£9 for two persons at the same address) which for a year’s membership seems 
a bargain. If they also signed the Gift Aid forms this would also benefit the society. 

Anyone who is not a member, but would like to come along to one of the meetings would be 
very welcomed, you will be invited to pay £1 per meeting paid on the night. Meetings are 
free to members of the Society. 

Regular meetings are held in the Masonic Hall, Selby Road., on the first Wednesday of 
each month, they normally start at 7.30pm (although on some evenings it may be necessary 
to start at 7pm.) when a member of the committee introduces the guest speaker. The 
speaker usually gives a presentation for about an hour followed by questions from the 
floor.  

Refreshments are then available and the meeting ends around 9.30pm. The 2008 - 2009 
programme of events and times of starting are in this newsletter. The first meeting will 
be on the first Wednesday in September. 

If you are moving or changing phone numbers, email etc, please don’t forget to let us know 
so we can keep all our records up to date and you don’t get missed out! 

Ken Deacon 
GETTING TO MEETINGS. 

The Society is keen to make sure that everyone who wants to attend our events is not held back by 
lack of transport or other access issues, particularly on darker or colder nights. 
With petrol prices rising, and spaces in the car park not always being enough to cope with the 
response to our well-attended meetings, members and visitors may like to share transport. We can 
also arrange walking companions for those of you who don't wish to use a car but are not happy 
about walking at night on their own. 
 
If there are any readers offering or needing lifts to meetings, or wishing to share transport to 
keep costs down, please let a committee member know, and they will try to match you up. 

If you have any queries re subscriptions or the gift aid scheme please contact    
K.Deacon 
8, Langrick Ave.  
Howden  
DN14 7SN  
01430 431858 
kenneth.deacon@sky.com 
Please use the membership form, which can be found at the back of this 
newsletter, if you know of anyone who might like to join the society. 
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KEN POWLS RECEIVES AWARD 
Here we were gathered in the imposing building on Euston Road, immediately opposite Euston 
station, attending the Local History Day organised by the British Association for Local History 
(BALH)  In the vast auditorium of Friends House which has played host to many noisy meetings of 
political dissent, we were on this occasion well behaved and keenly looking forward to seeing Ken 
Powls, perhaps the most distinguished and certainly the most senior member of the Civic Society, 
receive one of BALH’s awards for Personal Achievement in Local History  
 

We had put forward Ken’s name in a state of some uncertainty since we were not sure quite what 
was involved in winning an award and this was the first time we had done it. Imagine our delight 
when we received a letter from Dr Jane Howells, the BALH Awards Secretary, advising us that it 
had been agreed that Ken would indeed receive an award and thanking us “for sending in the 
nomination, it is clearly a well-justified award.” 
 

Immediately we decided that we must go and support Ken on the great day. The published 
programme revealed what distinguished company he would be keeping. Among the other recipients 
listed was one from Bedfordshire “for promoting, writing, collecting and cataloguing the history of 
Ampthill; providing inspiration and guidance to successive generations of local historians”.  Another 
was for a founder member of Banbury Historical Society; generous with his knowledge and 
encouragement to others”. 
 

Ken’s citation however was clearly there for all to see as well and it made us proud in its dignity 
and simplicity, 
“Kenneth Powls, East Riding of Yorkshire: for bringing the past alive to the communities of 
Howdenshire through a lifetime of research, recollection and writing.”  
And what pride the members of his family 
present there must have felt when Ken was 
handed the scroll signifying the award.  They 
were there in the audience, easily the largest 
support group for any recipient, clapping and 
cheering, young and old. 
It was a great day for history and for Howden.  
 
Ken is pictured here second from the left with 
other prize winners.                     Roger Watkins  

AN ENTREPENEUR IN HOWDEN 

(Continuing from the article ‘AN APPRENTICE CORDWAINER IN 1841’ published in the Sep 2007 
newsletter from our very own award winning historian!) 
  
The year is 1864. It is now 25 years since I last wrote about Howden and my family. Since that 
article I finished my apprenticeship as a cordwainer with Mr Moody of Bridgegate and then 
established my own business at my house with a workshop at the rear in Dyson Terrace, Hailgate. 
However, as bicycles were becoming popular I then moved to No 9 Churchside where I could carry 
on my cordwainer business but also open the front room as a bicycle shop. In 1846 when I was 25 I 
married Mary Coggrave of Seaton Ross but as yet we have no children. To conclude my family 
history my father Thomas gave up his job as landlord of the Black Horse Public House, now 
renamed the Waterloo, No 12 Bridgegate, and he moved to Portington where he was a Methodist 
lay Reader. 
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Now to what has been happening in the town since my last report of 1841, 25 years ago. About 10 
years ago my grandparents’ house, next to my house in Churchside, was pulled down and the Town 
Hall was built there. This seems to have many uses. The large upstairs room is the Court House 
where the JPs hear the charges. On the ground floor the space is divided between the Mechanics 
Institute which has a library and a reading room where people who cannot afford to buy the daily 
papers can read them for free. At the western end of the building is a separate room with a 
separate entrance which is open once a week as a Savings Bank. 
 

Another more recent development is the building of the new vicarage, only last year, which has 
completely altered the courtyard of the Bishops Manor in which the vicarage has been built. A wall 
has now been built from the entrance to the vicarage down to the Ashes which completely divides 
the courtyard and whereas the path to the Ashes was across the courtyard, under Langley’s Arch 
and so down to the Ashes now you go straight down beside the new wall, past the Palace and into 
the Ashes opposite a new building, partly stone and partly brick, which takes you across the moat 
and into the Orchard. The previous fruithouse with a drawbridge and 2 sluices opposite  the old 
entrance has been demolished. 

This year, 1864, has been a wonderful year for the town, and the year which we have all looked 
forward to, since, some years ago, it was announced that the Great Yorkshire Show would be held 
here. Many buildings have been spruced up and, in anticipation of the number of visitors which 
would be staying, both the Wellington and the Bowmans have been enlarged.I was always interested 
in confectionary and I advertised in the paper that on show day I was putting a meal on next door 
in the Town Hall for 200 people. This meant that I was unable to visit the Show because I was 
preparing the meal that I had advertised, but everyone has said what a wonderful exhibition it was 
to see all the Manchester Horse Omnibuses with their constantly travelling through the town 
taking and bringing passengers to the show from Howdendyke where the Steam Empress had 
brought people from the villages along the river. But I am told this was a small number compared 
with those plying from the Show Ground to North Howden Railway Station. It was like the centre 
of London. 
 

The Show was held in the grounds of Howden Hall with entrances at the Lodge, Wood Lane, and on 
Flatgate. I was told that there was a steam traction engine there which had towed a threshing 
machine from Hull at 5 mph and another popular exhibit was a portable gas works. Last week it was 
reported in the Goole and Marshland Gazette that 40,000 visitors attended the show. Ploughs and 
implements took place in the field next to the showground.  
 

Additional sidings were laid down at the railway station. There was a large dining pavilion 170ft by 
50ft with refreshment booths.  There were 102 exhibitors of implements. The British & Irish 
Magnetic Telegraph Company had a permanent office in Howden and they extended their wires to 
the Showground. 17 persons were apprehended for pick pockets. They were taken to Beverley and 
placed in the House of Correction.                                                                                  Ken Powls 

 

The people have now got used to the Catholic Church built about 12 
years ago on the corner of Knedlington Road and Buttfield Lane 
but some of the older people still talk of its consecration when the 
town watched the procession  from their temporary base in St 
John Street to the church. 
We, as worshippers at St. Peters Church, have now got used to the 
old South Porch now being the Vestry, to the screens set up in the 
crossing and the floor raised for the altar. We have to accept that 
we cannot now walk from the north to the south transept. 
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YHACS CIVIC SOCIETIES WEEK 2008 

 

In the spring the HCS committee learnt that the 
Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies had 
obtained sponsorship to run a regional Civic Societies 
Week in late June. Howden tries to send a representative 
to the regional meetings and support the network as far 
as possible so decided to take part.   

We did hope to hold a summer picnic at Boothferry Bridge, following the success of the visit last 
year, but this has had to be postponed, due to repairs and maintenance.   
 

At fairly short notice we decided to hold an exhibition on Saturday, 28 June in the vacant shop in 
the Market Place opposite the Shire Hall. We focused on the theme of  
 

What has Conservation Done for Howden? 
 
as this is very relevant to various schemes and developments getting under way.  
We had maps and displays on the listed buildings in the parish, plus exhibitions by conservation 
staff at East Riding council on the new conservation partnership and funding scheme, together 
maps from the consortium working up proposals for North Howden showing how the town has 
developed over the last couple of hundred years.  We also had information from the Victoria 
County History project (see article page 13) and information on the ‘Howdenshire Island’ project 
initiated through Howdenshire Forward. 
 

Although leaflets were delivered to most of the listed buildings in the town, as well as many other 
premises in the town centre, the response was disappointing – even the offer of free liquorice 
allsorts did not tempt passers by!  The society believes that many people are interested in 
conserving the best of what Howden has on offer but they need to ensure that the agencies and 
developers know! 
 

Our thanks go to the owner of the shop in the Market Place and Screetons for allowing us to use 
the shop window and interior during the week, and for the support of colleagues from the various 
agencies mentioned.  
 

The Society’s efforts have been judged as an entry for The Peter Spawforth Award along with 
some thirty or so other societies involved in the week, though at the time of writing the results 
are not yet known.  We also had a volunteer judge visiting projects and activities in Scarborough 
and Huddersfield which was an interesting experience and shows the enormous range of work that 
the societies do round the region.                                                  Charlotte Hursey, Vice Chairman 

 
TOM AND BETTY ASQUITH MEMORIAL 

 

As members know, the Society put a bench and two trees 
in The Ashes in memory of Tom and Betty Asquith. 
Unfortunately the trees have been destroyed by vandals 
and we have been advised not to replace them at the 
moment. We are abiding by that advice, but if any 
member can suggest an alternative to replacing them 
please mention it to any committee member. 
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VICTORIAN COUNTY HISTORY 

 

 

The Victoria County History was founded in 1899 and 
dedicated to Queen Victoria.  The famous red books, now 
totalling over 200 volumes from most counties in England, 
provide an invaluable resource for everyone interested in 
local history.   

Almost a full century ago, the first general volumes appeared on Yorkshire, and more than 800 
parishes and townships in the East Riding and North Yorkshire have been included in volumes to 
date.  Seven volumes are currently published for the East Riding, and today the VCH is actively 
researching and writing more red volumes in the East Riding.   
 
David and Susan Neave’s Volume VIII on East Buckrose, focusing on Sledmere and the six 
neighbouring parishes, will be available from late October 2008.  Volume IX focuses on Driffield, 
Elmswell, Little Driffield and Kellythorpe, and has an expected publication date of 2009. 
As the recently appointed County Editor for VCH in the East Riding, I will be working on Volume X, 
focusing on Howdenshire.  This volume will include the parishes of Howden, Barmby Marsh, 
Blacktoft, Eastrington, Laxton and Newport.  These parishes include the townships of Scalby, 
Bellasize, Gilberdyke, Portington and Cavil, Asselby, Balkholme, Belby, Kilpin, Knedlington, Skelton, 
Thorpe, Laxton, Cotness, Metham, Saltmarshe, Yokefleet and Newport.   
 
Research undertaken in 2007 by Dr Briony McDonagh largely focused on mapping parish and 
township boundaries, settlement form and land use.  My first month in post has been spent 
familiarising myself with the collections of the archives at Beverley, Durham and York.   
 
I am enjoying my early days of research on Howdenshire, and I am particularly pleased to be 
researching the history of the county in which I live.    
I am looking forward to coming to the Howden Civic Society meeting on 7th January 2009 to 
provide you with an update on my research, and to suggest ways in which you might like to help me.  
In the meantime, if you wish to learn more about the work of the VCH in Yorkshire, please look at 
our website:   www.victoriacountyhistory.ac.uk/Yorkshire.     Dr Sue Parkinson 

 
PUBLICATIONS UPDATE 

 

Following on from the Burney Streamline Book, the Society is aiming to produce other publications 
over the next few months. 
Two leaflets are in preparation, using the heritage trail format:  one to follow up on last year’s 
Heritage Weekend on Howdenshire Transport Heritage;  another focussing on Inns and Public 
Houses, past and present.  It is also hoped to develop two other more substantial publications, 
crossing these themes in different ways.  The first will be on Howden Horse Fair and the history 
of Baron Thomas Ward, and the other on Inns and Public Houses, but with more historic content.  
We also have a related project in mind but we cannot announce this yet so do watch out for news! 
If anyone has information, photographs, reminiscences etc on these topics they are willing to be 
considered for inclusion, or can help in any other way, please let us know.  
Initial contact:  Charlotte Hursey on 01430 431631.                                                           Charlotte  
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CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
ARRANGEMENTS  

 
Another year has passed and we have to think about the Christmas Dinner arrangements.  
As you are all aware Theresa Fearnley retired from the Committee and I agreed to take 
on this task.  Having had such a competent person before, I hope I will be able to follow in 
her footsteps with your help.   
 

 

We will again be holding the Dinner at the 
Masonic Hall, Cheryl Mell of Sweet 
Thoughts has agreed to cater and the menu 
sounds delicious. 
This years entertainment will be provided 
by Mark Darrel, we have had good reports 
from people who have heard Mark playing 
his Country and Western music and I have 
asked for a Christmas medley, which I hope 
you will all be in good voice to join in.  
Tickets will be on sale from our first 
meeting, which is 3rd September.   

The menu and booking form are attached at the end of the newsletter. As in previous 
years, we do like to seat everyone in a place of their choice so if you have any preference, 
please let me know when you complete the form.  If you are not able to attend on 3rd 
September, you can post your completed form and cheque through my letterbox at the Old 
Telephone Exchange, 4 Batty Lane, Howden.  I do urge that if you wish to attend book 
immediately as we soon sell out of places.  We only have capacity at the Masonic Hall for 
85 guests and we do have to give members first refusal.  The cost of the evening is 
£16.95 and £17.95 for non-members which also includes a welcome drink.  The cost has 
risen slightly but Cheryl has kept her increase to a minimum and as with all Civic Society 
functions we do not make a profit, hopefully just cover our costs. 
Wine lists will be distributed nearer the time. 
 
As in the past we do rely very heavily on the raffle to cover costs and this shall be running 
again.  All contributions can be handed to me at any of the meetings or dropped off at my 
house.  Should you have anything that requires collecting you can contact me on 01430 
431992 and I will arrange this.  I do hope that you will be as generous with raffle  
prize donations as you have in the past. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.                                                       Cynthia Vaughan                      
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HOWDEN FESTIVAL 
 The annual Howden Festival is being held from Saturday 13th September and runs until Sunday 21st  
September. bringing together an exciting programme of music, dance, talks and theatre.   
 
This year’s ticket prices are: 
Lunchtimes "Free" 
Events at 6.00p.m. £5 & £4 
Events at 7.45.p.m. £12 & £10 
Children's (Sat 22nd Sept. at 2.30.p.m.) £3 age 3 years and over 
Season tickets £65 
 
Further information can be found online at http://www.howdenfestival.com Tickets are available 
from the Shire Hall Office in the Market Place or via the website.                                                              

   
SOCIETY CHRISTMAS CARD 2008 

This year’s Christmas Card is titled  
WINTER IN THE ASHES. 

 
It features an enchanting winter photograph taken by one of our members Angela Lambert-Dowell. 
The cards are available in packs of 10, priced at £4 per pack. 
 

We were really on target this year and had our cards ready in time for sale at Howden Show. This 
was in the hope of tempting those extraordinary people who are so organised that they buy their 
Christmas cards in July!  
 

For the other mere mortals amongst us, the cards will be on sale at our September, October and 
November meetings and also at Parkins Butchers and the late night Christmas shopping event 
We do hope that this year’s card meets with our members’ approval and that sales are as good as in 
previous years.   Our thanks go to Angela for the use of her photograph and to the staff at Parkins 
for their continued support of the Society. 
 

MERCHANDISE 
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Our merchandise are on sale at events such as the Howden Show, the Howden Festival, Christmas 
Fairs and every meeting. in an effort to promote the Civic Society to a wider audience.  Please 
consider them as presents for people who have moved away or have a link with our lovely town. 
 
BRAND NEW   Christmas Card – Angela Lambert-Dowell’s   enchanting winter scene taken in the 
Ashes See page 15           Pack of 10                       £4                             
 
THE BURNEY STREAMLINE CAR              Written for Howden Civic Society by Dr Bernard Nield 
The fascinating story of this revolutionary car which started life as a prototype tested on the 
roads around Howden.  It was designed by SirDennistoun Burney whilst in charge of the Airship 
Station in the late 1920s.                                                                                  £6 or £7 inc p&p 
 

 HOWDEN AIRSHIP STATION 1915-1930  an extended well illustrated book based on an original 
pamphlet by Tom Asquith.                    £5   
 
HOWDEN: THE UNTOLD STORY - Ken Powls new book is a slim volume of some 46 pages but it 
packed full with facts about the history of Howden which have not previously been published 
                                                                              £5 
Postcards of Howden, we’re being environmentally friendly and have taken  
the postcards from the spare Blue Plaque calendars.  Only a few left.                  £1  (for all 12) 
 
 Howden’s Heritage booklet (the Blue Plaque Trail).                                                                   £2 
 
The video showing the Heritage Blue Plaque scheme.                                                                 £5   
 
Distinctive glass paperweights with an etched Civic Society Logo. 
These are supplied in a presentation box.                                                                            £7.50 
 
Leather bookmarks featuring the Civic Society Logo.                                                              £1 
 
Road tax disc holders showing the Civic Society Logo        £1 
 
Hutchinson Print sets.                                                                                         (unframed) £10  
 
All of these items are available at Society meetings or alternatively please contact any of the 
committee members if you are unable to attend the meetings but wish to make a purchase. 
 
East Yorkshire Family History Society  Booklets with Monumental Inscriptions (MIs) 
Prices without postage for local collection.   
Those ordering by post are recommended to obtain them direct from EYFHS 
Howden Minster Vol. 1& 2  £5.00 
Barmby On The Marsh  £1.60 
Eastrington MIs £2.30 
Laxton MIs £1.60 
Wressle MIs £1.60 
Blacktoft MIs  £1.00 
Newport  & Wallingfen MIs  £3.00  
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Howden Civic Society 
Membership Form        

http://www.howdencivicsociety.org.uk 
To:  K.Deacon (Membership Secretary) 8, Langrick Ave. Howden  DN14 7SN  Tel 01430 431858 
I/We would like to join/renew my/our membership of Howden Civic Society (charity no 510260 ).  
 
Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Postcode: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  
 

Telephone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  email. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
  

Annual Membership Fee (please tick as required ) 
£9.00 p/per family at same address  £5:00 p/a individual   

 
Payment may be made by: 
Á Cash or cheque made payable to Howden Civic Society (please complete Section A) 
Á Annual Standing Order (please complete Section B)  

 
 

GIFT AID 

You may also wish to  help the Society by completing the Gift Aid Declaration overleaf  
For this purpose your membership subscription can be described as a ‘donation’, if you 
are a taxpayer in the UK.  

 
(A) Subscription paid by Single Annual Payment:  
 
I/We enclose cash/cheque f or £. . . . . . . . . .  
 
 
        
          Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  

 
 
 

Note:  if this is a new 
instruction this entire 
form should be passed 
to  the Membership 
Secretary (above).  If it 
is a revision of an 
existing instruction, 
Section B should be 
detached and sent to 
your bank direct.  

 

Data Protection                                                                                                                                                   
Your personal data enables Howden Civic Society to keep you in touch with the benefits of membership.  
Membership details will be held by the Society according to the Data Protection Act 1998, and will not 
normally be passed to any other third parties without your prior consent.  However, if you agree, your 
basic details may be made available to HM Revenue and Customs in order for us to be able to claim back 
Gift Aid (see overleaf). 
 

B)     
         ( B) Subscription paid by Standing Order:  

 Bank name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 Bank address:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 Account name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . Sort code: . . . . . . .  

Account number:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Please debit my/our account the sum of £…….      on 1 st January ……..   and thereafter annually until 
further notice and pay to HSBC, 16, Market Place, Howden   Sort code 40-25-07   Account number 
01013297 in the name of Howden Civic Society 
 
Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date: … ……………. 
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Howden Civic Society     
Gift Aid Declaration  

 
Charity Reg No 510260  

Charity Correspondent:  Lorraine Vant  
9 The Willows, Howden, East Riding of Yorkshire, DN14 7GD  
 

Details of donor  
 
Title   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Forename(s)   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Surname   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Home Address   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
    
   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
    
   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
      
Post Code   …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I want the charity to treat  
 
*the enclosed donat ion of £……………… as a Gift Aid donation  
 
*the donation(s) of £……………… which I made on…./…./……. as (a) Gift Aid donation(s)  
 
*all donations that I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise as Gift Ai d 
donations  
 
*all donations I have made for the six tax years prior to the year of this declaration,  
(but no earlier than 6/4/2000) and all donations I make from the date of this declaration until I no tify you 
otherwise, as Gift Aid donations.  
 
*delete as appropriate  
 
Note.  You must pay an  amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the 
charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you give a s at 
2/2008).  If you do not pay tax, you should not  use Gift Aid.  
 
Signed  ………………………………………    Date ………./………./……….  
 
NOTES 
1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the charity. 
2. If in the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income and capital gains 
equal to the tax that the charity reclaims, you can cancel your declaration. 
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return. 
4. I you are unsure whether your donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the charity. Or, refer to 
donations by individuals. 
5. Please notify the charity if you change your name or address. 
 
Declaration  

{     } (tick)   I consent to the details above being made available to HM Revenue and Customs for 
the purposes of reclaiming Gift Aid. 
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 PLEASE DETACH FOR USE 
 

HOWDEN CIVIC SOCIETY CHRISTMAS DINNER 
WEDNESDAY 3rd  DECEMBER, 2008 – 7 FOR 7.30 

  

STARTER 
 

Mushroom and Stilton Soup 
Smoked Ham, Leek and Cream Tart 

Spicy salmon Cake with Warm Lemon and Lime Vinaigrette 
Melon and Strawberry Cocktail 

 

MAIN COURSE 
 

Roast Turkey with all the Trimmings 
Roast Loin of Pork with Apple and Mint Sauce 

Haddock stuffed with Spinach and Prawns 
Wild Mushroom Shallot and Garlic Wellington 

All served with seasonal vegetables and new potatoes 
 

DESSERT 
Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce 

Fresh Fruit Salad and Cream 
Sherry Trifle 

Homemade Banoffee 
 

£16.95 including coffee, mints and a welcome drink (non-members £17.95)  
 
 

Please complete and tear off this slip (retaining menu for reference) for yourself and your 
guests and return to me with your payment. 
Places on sale from Wednesday 3rd September 2008. 
Cynthia Vaughan The Old Telephone Exchange, 4 Batty Lane, Howden. 01430 431992. 
 
Name_______________________________Starter_________________________________ 
 
Main Course_________________________Dessert_________________________________ 
 
Name_______________________________Starter_________________________________ 
 
Main Course_________________________Dessert_________________________________ 
 
Name_______________________________Starter_________________________________ 
 
Main Course_________________________Dessert_________________________________ 
 
Name_______________________________Starter_________________________________ 
 
Main Course_________________________Dessert_________________________________ 
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